What is a Protection From Intimidation
(PFI1) Order?

A Protection From Intimidation Order (PFI) is
an Order entered by the Court which tells the
adult offender to have no contact with his/her
minor victim or face serious legal conse-
quences. It offers a civil remedy to both fe-
male and male victims.

There are three (3) types of Protection
From Intimidation Orders:

1) Emergency Protection From Intimidation
Orders are issued by a Magisterial Dis-
trict Judge when the Court is closed dur-
ing non-business hours, or unavailable.
An emergency Protection From Intimida-
tion Order expires at the end of the next
business day for the Court.

2) Temporary Protection From Intimidation
Orders are issued by the Court of Com-
mon Pleas until a final hearing can be
held, which is scheduled within 10 busi-
ness days.

3) Final Protection From Intimidation Orders
are entered as a result of an appearance
before the Court (at the Courthouse)
where both parties have the chance to be
heard by the Judge.

Who can file?

There must be NO defined legal relationship
between the minor plaintiff and the adult of-
fender to file for a PFI Petition. You are eligible
for relief if you do not have a family or house-
hold relationship with the adult offender.

The minor plaintiff (under the age of 18) MUST
have a parent, guardian or another adult
household member file on their behalf.

What is Intimidation?

Intimidation is legally defined as conduct by an
adult offender against a minor plaintiff that con-
stitutes one of the following crimes:

1) Harassment (A person commits the crime
of harassment when, with intent to harass,
annoy or alarm another, the person: com-
municates to or about such other person
any lewd, lascivious, threatening or ob-
scene words, language, drawings or carica-
tures; communicates repeatedly in an
anonymous manner; communicates repeat-
edly at extremely inconvenient hours; or
communicates repeatedly in a manner oth-
er than specified in description above); or

2) Stalking (A person commits the crime of
stalking when the person either: (a) engag-
es in a course of conduct or repeatedly
commits acts toward another person, in-
cluding following the person without proper
authority, under circumstances which
demonstrate either an intent to place such
other person in reasonable fear of bodily

injury or to cause substantial emotional
distress to such other person; or (b) en-
gages in a course of conduct or repeatedly
communicates to another person under
circumstances which demonstrate or com-
municate either an intent to place such oth-
er person in reasonable fear of bodily inju-
ry or to cause substantial emotional dis-
tress to such other person).

Where do you file for a PFI?

1) The county where the minor plaintiff
resides, either temporarily or perma-
nently, or is employed; or

2) the county where the adult defendant
may be served; or

3) the county where the incident of intimi-
dation occurred.

When it is not a PFI?
You are not entitled to file a PFI petition if:

1) you are an adult, filing on behalf of
yourself;

2) the defendant is a minor;

3) there is no continuing risk of harm from
the offender.



The PFI filing process:

A person desiring to file a Temporary Protec-
tion From Intimidation Petition should appear
in the Domestic Relations Office, located on
Level L of the Butler County Government
Center, between 8:30 and 10:30 AM Mon-
day through Friday. You should plan to be
at the Government

Center the entire morning. Cases are han-
dled in the order in which the parties appear
in the Domestic Relations Office. You may
be one of several filing on any given day. If
you are filing on behalf of a child and they
are over the age of nine (9), you are required
to bring the child with you.

A representative from VOICe (the Victim
Outreach Intervention Center) will be availa-
ble at the Domestic Relations Section to
speak with you concerning the incident and
provide you with information and options.

All temporary PFI petitions will be presented
to a Judge at approximately 11:30 a.m. that
same morning. Whether the Judge grants or
denies our petition, a final hearing will be
scheduled within ten (10) business days. A
deputy sheriff will be directed to notify the
offender, and serve him/her with the same
paperwork you will receive.

Are there any costs for filing a PFI?

The filing party will not be charged any fees
for filing a PFI Petition. The Prothonotary’s
fiing fees and the costs incurred by the
Sheriff for serving papers on the defendant
in this matter may be billed to the defendant.
The costs will be assessed by the Court at
the time of the final hearing.

While you are not required to have legal
representation when seeking a Temporary
Protection From Intimidation Order, you are
encouraged to have legal representation for the
final hearing.

VOICe may be able to represent you in a PFI
matter. Information is available by calling 724-
283-8700.

You may also call Neighborhood Legal Ser-
vices to request legal representation by calling
1-866-761-6572.

In addition, the Butler County Bar Association
has a lawyer referral service and can be ac-
cessed by calling 724-841-0130 on online at
www.butlercountypabar.org

NOTE:

The plaintiff may file a PFI petition regardless
of whether they seek criminal prosecution of
the offender.

Through a PFI action, the Court does not have
the power to punish the offender, unless the
offender violates the Protection From Intimida-
tion Order.
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